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INTRODUCTION 
 
Following adoption of a Parking Strategy in 2016, efforts were made to amend 
waiting restrictions in permit parking Zones A and C. A considerable level of objection 
resulted and those proposals were subsequently dropped.  
 
Following a period of reflection, and taking into account all comments made both 
during the consultation period for those changes and since, it was decided to address 
a small number of more localised issues within Zone A as and when appropriate. 
 
This report details some proposals currently under consideration, the reasons behind 
them, comments made during an informal consultation undertaken during the autumn 
and recommends that amendments are formally advertised. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Following a process of consultation, a Parking Strategy for the Borough was adopted 
in 2016. Amongst the actions proposed were a number aimed at simplifying the 
restrictions within permit parking zones and offering greater benefits to resident 
permit holders in some areas. 
 
Permit parking was originally introduced in the town in the late 1970’s. The intention 
was that those living in town centre streets and having no off-street parking facilities 
would have a greater chance of finding roadside parking space near their homes. 
 



Over the years, that concept has become somewhat undermined through the 
introduction of permit parking facilities in streets where many residents have off-
street parking. The wish to park near your home has been replaced in some areas by 
a desire to exclude non-residents, which is neither the stated purpose of permit 
parking nor the legal justification for it. 
 
Proposals for change to permit parking in zones A and C were advertised in late 
2016. There were, however, substantial levels of objection and the idea was 
dropped.  
 
The lack of an acceptable proposal in 2016 did not, however, mean that the existing 
arrangements are right for current needs. A review of the parking strategy has 
commenced and, for the time being, only minor amendments to permit parking 
restrictions are being promoted as and when deemed appropriate. 
 
ISSUES IN ZONE A 
 
Zone A covers a wide area (Appendix A) and includes residential properties together 
with retail and other commercial properties in the High Street and Pantiles, thereby 
producing a parking demand from those who live, work and shop in the area together 
with tourists.  
 
Residents of Zone A have, from time to time, commented about the increasing 
difficulty in finding parking space within the designated bays, saying that greater use 
by shoppers and visitors to other local businesses has contributed to the problem.  
 
Whilst the 2016 proposals sought to address this by introducing a standard restriction 
(with some minor exceptions) across the zone, those alterations were not well 
received. They were wide ranging covering nearly every street within the zone and 
would have seen more time restricted to permit holder only use.  
 
Current permit parking restrictions vary across the zone, with sometimes a noticeable 
difference between roads in close proximity to each other. This applies in particular to 
those roads having access off Grove Hill Road and those leading off Claremont 
Road.  
 
Whereas the Grove Hill Road area has a one hour limit on waiting by non permit 
holders during the day up till 10pm, thereby ensuring a turnover in spaces not being 
used by residents, the Claremont Road area only prevents parking by non permit 
holders between 10 and 11am on weekdays. 
 
There is also an anomaly towards the edge of Zone A in Warwick Park where no 
restrictions, other than double yellow lines, are present in Rodmell Road. Rodmell 
Road is, as a result, used for long stay parking during the week in an area where 
permit holders apparently have difficulty in finding roadside space during the day.   
 
A NEED FOR CHANGE? 
 
Requests for change within permit parking zones, or the creation of new zones, are 
received quite frequently, with a wide variety of reasons given as justification. These 



are considered against current permit parking policies and given weight according to 
the frequency and/or number of requests being received. 
 
The two issues most commonly mentioned in Zone A by residents are the 
aforementioned Claremont Road area plus Rodmell Road. Since each can be seen 
as somewhat anomalous when compared to neighbouring streets, there is 
considered to be justification for making changes.  
 
Whilst the 2016 proposals sought to make quite substantial changes, the uniform 
nature of those restrictions and the potential extent to which they upset the balance 
between provision for residents and others meant that they were poorly received by 
many.  
 
Permit parking restrictions have evolved over a long period of time, generally being 
introduced or amended according to conditions at the time. What was appropriate in 
one street or discrete area did not necessarily suit another. This was the fundamental 
flaw in the 2016 proposals – one restriction did not meet the needs of the whole 
zone. That is still the case and the reason why we have reverted to the consideration 
of changes on a case by case basis. 
 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ZONE A  
 
Claremont Road area - To give permit holders living in the Claremont Road area a 
better chance of finding a roadside parking space during the afternoon period, whilst 
still allowing short term parking for most of the day, it is proposed to add a one hour 
period in the afternoon (between 2pm and 3pm, Monday to Saturday) during which 
only Zone A permit holders can park in the following streets:- 
 

 Arundel Road 

 Buckingham Road 

 Claremont Gardens 

 Claremont Road 

 Farmcombe Close 

 Farmcombe Road (part) 

 Grecian Road 

 Norfolk Road 
 
Rodmell Road - To provide an enlarged area for Zone A permit holders and short 
stay parking for visitors and shoppers in the Pantiles/Warwick Park area, it is 
proposed to introduce the same restriction in Rodmell Road as currently applies to 
Warwick Park and other nearby streets – waiting is limited to 2 hours between 8am 
and 6pm on Mondays to Saturdays except for Zone A permit holders. 
 
Madeira Park – A small change to double yellow lines where the two sections meet 
at the south-western end to provide extra parking (This was not consulted on 
because it had not been proposed at the time) 
 
 
 
 



INFORMAL CONSULTATION 
 
In an effort to avoid some of the issues which arose when proposals for Zone A were 
advertised before, contact was made with representatives of many of those who had 
previously objected. Local Members and the County Councillor for the area were also 
made aware of what was being considered. 
 
Comments received in response are provided in full at Appendix B, but can be 
summarised as follows:- 
 
The Warwick Park Area Residents Association welcome the introduction of additional 
permit parking areas but would like to see the proposal outlined in this report 
expanded to include that part of Warwick Park between Rodmell Road and the old 
railway bridge located to the north-west of the Blatchington Road junction. The 
association feels that the current proposal provides insufficient additional permit 
parking. 
 
The Mead School would object to any restrictions in Rodmell Road because their 
teaching staff often use that street for daytime parking. 
 
Others consulted provided no response although it is understood that the Pantiles 
Traders do not favour restrictions in Rodmell Road at least until Union House is 
available for parking again. 
 
  
COMMENT ON RESPONSES 
 
As can be seen, views are different depending on the circumstances of the 
respondent. Accepting this to be the likely reaction was the reason for keeping 
changes to a minimum. The residents association request quite significant changes 
but this is considered to be unreasonable at the current time. It may well be the case 
that further amendments can be considered in the future but to make a change which 
would potentially displace several dozen vehicles at the present time is inappropriate. 
 
Although the school say that their staff must drive to work and often use Rodmell  
Road to park, we cannot realistically tailor restrictions to suit the wishes of a 
particular employer. Alternative on-street parking is available farther away and it is 
not unreasonable to expect those who seek free on-street parking to walk some 
distance to find it. A walk to work distance of 1km is perfectly feasible, with many 
commuters already walking farther than that in the town. It should be noted that the 
school do have some on-site parking so can allocate it according to need. 
 
It is understood that the Pantiles Traders are using a similar argument to support 
their objections, so the same response would apply.  
  
CONCLUSION 
 
On-street parking arrangements frequently require reviewing to reflect changing 
circumstances. Calls for change to, or the introduction of new, permit parking 



facilities make up a significant proportion of the requests received in respect of on-
street parking in Tunbridge Wells. 
 
Current arrangements for permit parking have evolved over many years, with small-
scale amendments frequently being made. Large scale alterations are few and far 
between and attempts to significantly amend Zones A and C in 2016/17 proved 
unpopular and the proposals were ultimately dropped. 
 
Anomalies within Zone A have, however, continued to be highlighted. Relatively 
small-scale changes as outlined in this report can enhance parking arrangements for 
many whilst avoiding the majority of points raised as concerns about earlier 
proposals.  
 
It should also be emphasised that, whatever changes may be made now, they would 
not be considered as a final solution. Circumstances and further potential 
amendments would be kept under review.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Members are recommended to endorse the advertising of a traffic regulation order 
which proposes change to parts of Zone A permit parking arrangements as detailed 
in this report.  
 
 
 

 
Appendices to the Report 
 

 Appendix A – Extent of Zone A Permit Parking Area 

 Appendix B – Comments in response to informal consultation 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


